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the material respect spoken for above are beyond cavil. But
judged by these physically measurable marks of excellence,
the historical period within which this modern onset of the
German people runs will have to be dated somewhat back of
the French-Prussian war. In each of the three respects
named the advance was well under way before that date.
It is, however, safe to say that this beginning of the current
era falls within the second quarter of the nineteenth cen-
tury.1 It is also safe to say that the prime mover among
these factors of the nation's unfolding power has been its
increased industrial efficiency, rather than either of the other
two. While their increasing efficiency has doubtless been
conditioned by the growth in population, the initiative, as
between these two, has doubtless vested in the former
rather than in the latter. In the correlation between in-
dustrial advance and population the primacy belongs to the
former. The like is true, of course, as regards the growth
in military strength. Also, doubtless, a large place among
the causes of growth and efficiency is believed to be due
to a wise governmental policy and a shrewd administration,
but opinion counts for much in the appraisal of this govern-
mental policy, and opinion on such a matter is liable to par-
tiality, for or against. The unfolding of warlike power has
unequivocally been a work of governmental policy, and the
same policy has unquestionably sought to further the indus-
trial advance 5 the question that presents itself in the latter

1Cf.) e.g., W. H. Dawson, The Evolution of Modern Germany, ch.
iii. 5 also more at large, von Sybel, The Founding of the German Empire,
vol. i.; and Sombart, Die deutsche Volkswirtschaft im XIX. Jahrhundert,
bk. ii.